   ASCC SBS Panel
Approved Minutes

Monday, September 21, 2015





10:00 – 11:30 AM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Ewoldsen, Givens, Haddad, Kurtz, Lam, Lenhart, Valle, Vankeerbergen.
AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Intro (Panel Chair)
· P-S Lam: What the Panel does: Review courses and program—new or changed; some courses request GE. Panel also asks for concurrences at times. The Panel will also be reviewing graduate courses and programs this year as well as GE Education Abroad and GE Service Learning, if applicable. The Panel will also continue developing a rubric re: what is a social science.
2. Anthropology 4597.03H (return: existing course; requesting GE Social Science--Human, Natural, and Economic Resources and GE Diversity--Global Studies) 
· The GE ELO’s are now addressed separately in the GE rationale document.
· Recommendations:

· In syllabus: Write requirements for written part of group project.
· In syllabus: For take-home exams: put language that collaboration is permitted or not. (That will prevent potential COAM issues later on.)

· For future submissions, in the GE assessment plan, please provide specific example(s) for each assessment method used (e.g., examples of embedded questions, sample pre/post test).
· Givens, Lenhart, unanimously approved with 3 recommendations (in italics above)
3. Psychology 5622 (new course)  
· List of assignments mentions three midterms. However, last test is not technically a “mid-term.” Perhaps call it an “exam.”
· Suggestion: Make disability statement 16 pt font. 

· Ewoldsen, Lenhart, approved with 2 recommendations (in italics above) (1 abstention)
4. Revision to GIS Minor 
· Changes: Added some courses. Added two required courses to the minor and added a new course as a required course. The electives are expanded. Now the minor will be 18 credit hrs (was 15 cr hrs).

· Kurtz, Ewoldsen, unanimously approved
5. International Studies 5450 (new course; cross-listed with Slavic 5450)
· Specify meeting times on syllabus.

· Ask concurrences from Film Studies, English, and Sociology.
· Justify 5000-level number. The content seems to be geared to lower level. Give a sense of how much some of the readings are: at times the readings seem to be a few pages; sometimes not clear if whole book needs to be read. 

· More like a humanities / cultural studies course on human trafficking. Please justify social science content. (If this is a social science course, there is too much popular press.)
· Course content is narrower than title and short course description that will appear in course catalog.
· No sense of what final project is. Define a little more narrowly.
· No vote. Request that unit address the items above.
6. Revision to Political Science BA 

· Need for clusters: Reflects national trend (Stanford does this, for example). Discipline is starting to redefine itself. 
· This is a 33 credit major. Every student needs to take one course in each of the four traditional subfields. In addition, each student has to take four courses in a concentration (subfield or cluster).
· PS 4781 (Data Analysis in Political Science I) can be counted for one of the four traditional subfields. (It can also be used in the Political Analysis cluster.) 
· Students can still self-design their own cluster.
· There are no separate/additional goals for assessment at this point for the specializations (subfields or clusters).

· Ewoldsen, Givens, unanimously approved
